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45 CFR Ch. XVI (10–1–11 Edition) § 1620.4 

§ 1620.4 Establishing policies and pro-
cedures for emergencies. 

The governing body of a recipient 
shall adopt written policies and proce-
dures to guide the recipient in under-
taking emergency cases or matters not 
within the recipient’s established pri-
orities. Emergencies include those non- 
priority cases or matters that require 
immediate legal action to: 

(a) Secure or preserve the necessities 
of life, 

(b) Protect against or eliminate a 
significant risk to the health or safety 
of the client or immediate family 
members, or 

(c) Address other significant legal 
issues that arise because of new and 
unforeseen circumstances. 

§ 1620.5 Annual review. 
(a) Priorities shall be set periodically 

and shall be reviewed by the governing 
body of the recipient annually or more 
frequently if the recipient has accepted 
a significant number of emergency 
cases outside of its priorities. 

(b) The following factors should be 
among those considered in determining 
whether the recipient’s priorities 
should be changed: 

(1) The extent to which the objectives 
of the recipient’s priorities have been 
accomplished; 

(2) Changes in the resources of the re-
cipient; 

(3) Changes in the size, distribution, 
or needs of the eligible client popu-
lation; and 

(4) The volume of non-priority emer-
gency cases or matters in a particular 
legal area since priorities were last re-
viewed. 

§ 1620.6 Signed written agreement. 
All staff who handle cases or mat-

ters, or are authorized to make deci-
sions about case acceptance, must sign 
a simple agreement developed by the 
recipient which indicates that the sig-
natory: 

(a) Has read and is familiar with the 
priorities of the recipient; 

(b) Has read and is familiar with the 
definition of an emergency situation 
and the procedures for dealing with an 
emergency that have been adopted by 
the recipient; and 

(c) Will not undertake any case or 
matter for the recipient that is not a 
priority or an emergency. 

§ 1620.7 Reporting. 
(a) The recipient shall report to the 

recipient’s governing body on a quar-
terly basis information on all emer-
gency cases or matters undertaken 
that were not within the recipient’s 
priorities, and shall include a rationale 
for undertaking each such case or mat-
ter. 

(b) The recipient shall report annu-
ally to the Corporation, on a form pro-
vided by the Corporation, information 
on all emergency cases or matters un-
dertaken that were not within the re-
cipient’s priorities. 

(c) The recipient shall submit to the 
Corporation and make available to the 
public an annual report summarizing 
the review of priorities; the date of the 
most recent appraisal; the timetable 
for the future appraisal of needs and 
evaluation of priorities; mechanisms 
which will be utilized to ensure effec-
tive client participation in priority- 
setting; and any changes in priorities. 

PART 1621—CLIENT GRIEVANCE 
PROCEDURES 

Sec. 
1621.1 Purpose. 
1621.2 Grievance committee. 
1621.3 Complaints by applicants about de-

nial legal assistance. 
1621.4 Complaints by clients about manner 

or quality of legal assistance. 

AUTHORITY: Sec. 1006(b)(1), 42 U.S.C. 
2996e(b)(1); sec. 1006(b)(3), 42 U.S.C. 
2996e(b)(3); sec. 1007(a)(1), 42 U.S.C. 2996f(a) 
(1). 

SOURCE: 72 FR 3954, Jan. 29, 2007, unless 
otherwise noted. 

§ 1621.1 Purpose. 
This Part is intended to help ensure 

that recipients provide the highest 
quality legal assistance to clients as 
required by the LSC Act and are ac-
countable to clients and applicants for 
legal assistance by requiring recipients 
to establish grievance procedures to 
process complaints by applicants about 
the denial of legal assistance and cli-
ents about the manner or quality of 
legal assistance provided. This Part is 
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further intended to help ensure that 
the grievance procedures adopted by 
recipients will result, to the extent 
possible, in the provision of an effec-
tive remedy in the resolution of com-
plaints. 

§ 1621.2 Grievance Committee. 

The governing body of a recipient 
shall establish a grievance committee 
or committees, composed of lawyer and 
client members of the governing body, 
in approximately the same proportion 
in which they are on the governing 
body. 

§ 1621.3 Complaints by applicants 
about denial of legal assistance. 

A recipient shall establish a simple 
procedure for review of complaints by 
applicants about decisions to deny 
legal assistance to the applicant. The 
procedure shall, at a minimum, pro-
vide: A practical method for the recipi-
ent to provide applicants with ade-
quate notice of the complaint proce-
dures and how to make a complaint; 
and an opportunity for applicants to 
confer with the Executive Director or 
the Executive Director’s designee, and, 
to the extent practical, with a rep-
resentative of the governing body. The 
procedure shall be designed to foster 
effective communications between the 
recipient and complaining applicants. 

§ 1621.4 Complaints by clients about 
manner or quality of legal assist-
ance. 

(a) A recipient shall establish proce-
dures for the review of complaints by 
clients about the manner or quality of 
legal assistance that has been rendered 
by the recipient to the client. 

(b) The procedures shall be designed 
to foster effective communications be-
tween the recipient and the com-
plaining client and, at a minimum, 
provide: 

(1) A method for providing a client, 
at the time the person is accepted as a 
client or as soon thereafter as is prac-
tical, with adequate notice of the com-
plaint procedures and how to make a 
complaint; 

(2) For prompt consideration of each 
complaint by the Executive Director or 
the Executive Director’s designee, 

(3) An opportunity for the complain-
ant, if the Executive Director or the 
Executive Director’s designee is unable 
to resolve the matter, to submit an 
oral or written statement to a griev-
ance committee established by the gov-
erning body as required by § 1621.2 of 
this Part. The procedures shall also: 
provide that the opportunity to submit 
an oral statement may be accom-
plished in person, by teleconference, or 
through some other reasonable alter-
native; permit a complainant to be ac-
companied by another person who may 
speak on that complainant’s behalf; 
and provide that, upon request of the 
complainant, the recipient shall tran-
scribe a brief written statement, dic-
tated by the complainant for inclusion 
in the recipient’s complaint file. 

(c) Complaints received from clients 
about the manner or quality of legal 
assistance that has been rendered by a 
private attorney pursuant to the re-
cipient’s private attorney involvement 
program under 45 CFR Part 1614 shall 
be processed in a manner consistent 
with its responsibilities under 45 CFR 
§ 1614.3(d)(3) and with applicable state 
or local rules of professional responsi-
bility. 

(d) A file containing every complaint 
and a statement of its disposition shall 
be preserved for examination by LSC. 
The file shall include any written 
statement submitted by the complain-
ant or transcribed by the recipient 
from a complainant’s oral statement. 

PART 1622—PUBLIC ACCESS TO 
MEETINGS UNDER THE GOVERN-
MENT IN THE SUNSHINE ACT 

Sec. 
1622.1 Purpose and scope. 
1622.2 Definitions. 
1622.3 Open meetings. 
1622.4 Public announcement of meetings. 
1622.5 Grounds on which meetings may be 

closed or information withheld. 
1622.6 Procedures for closing discussion or 

withholding information. 
1622.7 Certification by the General Counsel. 
1622.8 Records of closed meetings. 
1622.9 Emergency procedures. 
1622.10 Report to Congress. 

AUTHORITY: Sec. 1004(g), Pub. L. 95–222, 91 
Stat. 1619, (42 U.S.C. 2996c(g)). 

SOURCE: 49 FR 30940, Aug. 2, 1984, unless 
otherwise noted. 
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